
Types of Medicare Plans

• Traditional Medicare= Medicare A+B

• Medicare A: Inpatient care in hospitals and 
nursing homes.

• Medicare B: Outpatient care doctors bills, lab 
tests, Xrays, physical therapy. 

• Medigap plans: Pay for the deductibles and copays 
for bills from providers such as hospitals, doctors 
and laboratories IF YOU HAVE Medicare A and B. 
They DO NOT pay for medicines and cannot be 
combined with an Advantage plan. 
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Types of Medicare Plans

Medicare D (optional) 

• Covers prescription medicines

• Offered by private insurance 
companies 

• Cost and covered medicines 
varies between plans
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TYPES OF MEDICARE PLANS

• Medicare C:  Medicare Advantage Plans 
are offered by private insurance 
companies. 

• Premiums and covered benefits  vary 
between plans. They may provide 
additional benefits not covered by 
traditional Medicare A and B plans. 

• They may limit which doctors, 
hospitals and pharmacies you can use. 
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When can you change your Medicare D or 
Advantage plan for the upcoming year? 

• Most people can only change their plan during 

the open enrollment period (there are several 
exceptions). This period is October 15-December 7 
each year.

• If you have a Medicare Advantage Plan you can also 
switch from your plan to another Advantage Plan, 
or to Original Medicare with or without a Part D 
plan, during the Medicare Advantage Open 
Enrollment Period which occurs each year from
January 1-March 31. You can only use this period if 
you have a Medicare Advantage Plan.
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Exceptions- other times you can 
change your plan 

• 65th birthday ( 7 month period)
– 3 months before the month of your 65th birthday
– The month of your 65th birthday
– 3 months after the month of your 65 birthday

• January 1- March 31 if you did not enroll in Medicare when 
you were first eligible.

• You lose your group health insurance coverage
• You move to a location not covered by your present plan
• You lose your Medicaid coverage
• You are released from jail
• You develop a new disability
• More information available at bit.ly/signupformedicare
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CAUTION -----IF YOU HAS MEDICARE D/ 
ADVANTAGE INSURANCE AND YOUR 
PREMIUM IS SUBSIDIZED BY A  PRIOR JOB 
AND  PICK A NEW PLAN YOU WILL LOSE THE 
SUBSIDIZED PLAN AND PROBABLY CANNOT 
GO BACK TO IT 
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• 7 million people on Medicare have not signed up for an 
insurance plan which could pay for their medicines

• Examples-
– Woman with kidney failure on dialysis, medicines cost 

$3500/month
– Man with leukemia. Without insurance medicine cost 

$114,000/year.  Signing up for Medicare drug plan lowered 
the cost to $2700-$9000/year depending on what plan was 
chosen. 

• Some plans are available for a $0 premium.

www.MedicareDrugSavings. org



www.MedicareDrugSavings.Org



Educational flyer 
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Go to www.shiptacenter.org to see how you can get 
free one-on-one help about your insurance options
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Go to www.medicare.gov
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WOW THAT IS A BIG PRICE 
DIFFERENCE!!!

It sure is. Remember that the web site provides an 
estimate, not an exact amount of your annual costs for 
medicines. The total cost will vary depending on 

• Where you live.

• What medicines you take.

• Whether you buy your medicines at a local pharmacy 
or get them through the mail.

• Whether you get generic vs. brand name medicines.
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See how you can get help paying for 
medical expenses 
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What do I do next? Suggested steps

• Write down all of your routine medicines

• Watch Medicaredrugsavings.org video

• Print the guide under the guide tab on 
medicaredrugsavings.org- this will help you 
navigate the Plan Finder on medicare.gov

• If you need help ask a friend or family 
member 

• Remember that you can get one on one help 
from the State Health Insurance Assistance 
Program   www. Shiptacenter.org
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